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 Kesennuma is a city north of Ishinomaki. 

It is between Miyagi and Iwate prefecture.  

Many houses yet to be cleaned inside and 

much debris still exists. Also many places 

in town continue to have residual water 

because of damaged sewage lines and con-

tinuous bad weather. There are major 

gaps in recovery for different disaster areas.  

We strongly feel the need for continuous 

support. 

Onagawa is on the east side of Ishinomaki. 

Onagawa City,  placed between moun-

tains and the sea, was attacked by about 

20m high tsunami. The tsunami decimated 

the old city. Almost all of the debris has 

been cleaned and new rocks and dirt are 

filling the ground. In town, we cannot see 

the people in Onagawa but the tracks and 

shovel cars and those who have come to 

see the destruction. 

About this we could hear some Onagawa 

citizens talking at one of the center in 

town. They were talking about the festi-

val plan for Onagawa’s recovery seriously.   

I was happy to know the seed of hope is 

growing even here. We hope to see that 

recovery accomplished. Pic：Onagawa city ( Top–left : north part Top-right  south part  

                Bottom : looking from the hospital on the hill.) 

Pic：Kesennuma city   (Top-left : town view, Bottom-left : train pass 

                                                    Right : big ship left at the center of the city.) 

Feb. 23rd ～ at Kesennuma 

Mar. 28th ～ at Onagawa  
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Feb.21th：Generous hospitality from Ms. W. 

                  “I started to learn cooking in cooking class,” 
     she said with her bright smile. 

Feb. 22nd：Visiting Saiwai town with Yosihiro Koseki

(famous pro guitarist) and singing together. 

March 11th：Visiting Mrs. S. She spoke about her lost 

daughter who was killed in the tsunami and the day of 

disaster with tears. 

March 28th：Spending time with family living near Sen-

dai church. Kids singing 「Tomato～, banana～♪」 

Feb.7th：With Mrs. S in her temporary house. 

Visiting residents in Ishinomaki 

Even though it was a really cold winter this 

year, we could have warm moments with the 

people through every trip. We could see the 

blessing of God through our deeply changing 

relationship with them.  We want share those 

times of warmth with the pictures below. 
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This is the big rebuilding project were 

leading with Kazuma residents , dif-

ferent volunteers, Miyagi prefecture 

and Ishinomaki city. Here’s a glimpse 

of the first two months. 

8th：Mukaiyama kinder garden visit  & observation 

9th：Park project team is formed and meets. 

21st：Project meeting 

Project meeting：6th   

Project meeting ：27th 

Meeting with Miyagi prefecture ：29th 

Kazuma-nishi Park rebuilding Project (Feb.-Mar.) 

Feb 

Mar 

Gathering the opinion from 

the residents in Kazuma 

through a questionnaire. 

Planning and design, decision making 

about playground equipment 

 Meetings with city government officials  

 Approval of project & design 

 Contact with Playground Equipment 

 Companies : receive quotes & designs 

Fig : Conceptual idea for park layout 
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I can say strongly “It was a good decision to join as a volunteer in 

this work.” I felt and thought about many things through this experi-

ence. Facing the reality of the disaster area, I felt it needs a long time 

to recover. But also there are “glimpsed of light” I could see. It’s small 

now, but it was powerful and encouraged me a lot.  

It was valuable for me to have this experience and my eyes were 

opened wider. But it was more precious for me to know Christ’s love. 

Now I can rejoice in small things and be more thankful than before. I 

really give thanks for this experience to the beautiful members of the 

relief staff team. 

March 8th  We hosted event for the kids living in the Kazuma apartment.  We did some 

games and  made a big flag together. To help the kids release their stress, we used hand painting to draw a 

big tree on the flag together and we chose games like twister (games with physical movement). 

Kids event 

Megumi Imaizumi 
2nd year student at  

Ibaraki Christian University  

†Reviewing the experience as a volunteer...① 

Kids and adults playing ‘Spider Web’. 

Twister game : What color is next? 

Coloring the flag together. How was the flag in the end? 

(Check it out on the last page!) 

A host of volunteers came from many places. This month we had some volunteers from Ibaraki Christian University. 

They worked with us to play and prepare events, and to run them in Ishinomaki. 



5 

March 10th : We did on event for elderly peo-

ple in one of the temporary housing communi-

ties. Though not so many gathered for this 

event, meaningful time was spent together.  

Elderly event 

It was a precious week for me. I was covered in the love, unintentional 
kindness and  warm heart of people. It became a chance to see what I 
lost sight of and to be reminded again. 
I still remember the feeling of seeing clearly the first time.  
In my eyes the real situation of the disaster was reflected. When I saw 
it, my mind shut off and I was just standing there. It brought back com-
plex feelings and questions: “why did innocent people have to die aw-
fully like this?” ”How did each person feel and what did they think? ” 
 
 Now  I have strong heart for the people there. I want them to continue 
to live long and strongly through each step. I know they have big strug-
gles and pain from the disaster.  But I want them to live their life with 
significance. 

Go Mitsuya 
 1st year student  

at Ibaraki Christian University  

†Reviewing a experience as a volunteer...② 

Yuki Iwama performed Karate. 

We sang folk and traditional songs accompanied by piano. 

Around massage game. 
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 Thanksgiving  for  all of the support and prayers being offered worldwide by Christian brothers and sis-

ters. 

 Ask daily for wisdom, love and guidance by the Holy Spirit for the Disaster Relief team.  Also, pray for the 

leadership committee, and for groups of volunteers to have God’s protection in their service with the Re-

lief Team. 

 Seek God’s blessing for our partners in “Be One”. 

 Pray  earnestly for 

the  victims,  that  God  may  bring restoration, 

healing and comfort to their lives. 

 Pray  for  the  relationships between the victims 

and the Disaster Relief team, that through this diffi-

cult time they can grow stronger by the love experi-

enced and the words which God gives. 

 Pray for the community in Kazuma, trying standing  

up and work together. 

 The week in Ishinomaki as a volunteer made me think and feel many dif-

ferent things. I could feel what I did not know, see or listen through media 

just by standing in the location of the disaster.  

What I can tell by my experience is two things. One is that the disaster is still 

there. There are many peole who need your help or support. The real wound 

is not seen on surface. 

 The other is that a chance to see one person is so valuable. Each meeting 

with people in Ishinomaki taught me that. 

Even a one time meeting gave me a lot to 

learn. I really want to be thankful with people 

which gives me and him/her a chance to 

change our lives.   

Lastly I really want to say thank you to the team staff working together in 

Ishinomaki and also to the people who support from all over the world. I 

will continue to support this work as a volunteer. Thanks. 

Natsumi Kawasaki 

2nd year student at 

 Ibaraki Christian University  

†Reviewing the experience as a volunteer...③ 

One scene at  the event. 

 Flag. (The words mean “tree of hope : Children”.) 

Prayer  Requests   

Contact Information: phone/fax: 029-(231)-1669, e-mail: going.beyond.wj@gmail.com, 

address: c/o Mito Church of Christ, 1-2-35, Omachi, Mito, Ibaraki, Japan, 310-0062 

 †For more information about the relief work,  
         go to http://eastjapanrelief.wordpress.com 


