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April-May Visiting the victims 

At the end of the April, the beautiful cherry blos-

soms started blooming in Sendai. Colorful carp ban-

ners are seen flying elegantly in the blue sky. Under 

the banners, there was a big sign said “Never give up, 

Ishinomaki”. 

 During theses moments, we visited many victims. 

We installed / attached shelves, distributed relief 

goods, had talks, discussions about marriage, played 

with children and helped them dress in Kimono etc.  

Kids with futures. He said to them, “Let the little chil-

dren come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these. …...” 16 And he took the children 

in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.  

(Mark 10:13-16）When we go during our relief work, there 

are always children. Some are babies. Some are elementally 

kids who love to play card games. Some are middle school 

kids who would not stop talking. Some are high school stu-

dents who look forward to their futures. We see the light of 

hope in all of them.  

Be a light 

Visiting the disaster area with  
volunteers 
We asked new volunteers from oversees and 

Kanto Area to visit devastated areas in order for 

them to learn about the current situation in these 

areas.  In May, we took a volunteer from Singa-

pore, Cailin, to Onagawa area to have first hand 

knowledge of those areas. Koinobori (families often fly carp streamers outside their 
homes to represent strength and success). 
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Kids at temporary houses 
We met an 8th grade boy at one of the tempo-

rary houses. He had some difficulties with his 

family even before the earthquake. He moved to 

a temporary housing after the earthquake and 

has to walk to school, which is built on the cor-

ner of another school. He used to live closer to 

his friends, but they are separated now. It is ob-

vious that his current living conditions affect his 

school life.   

In the midst of  puberty, he said “School clubs 

and studying are a pain,” so it seems like school 

life is not interesting to him. However, even un-

der these circumstances he has to start his new 

chapter of his life to adulthood. 

Relief work with kids 
Unrecoverable life. Each of these children must start 

walking through life with distressing experiences. Is it 

possible for them to make their lives more positive and 

have breams with such huge burdens? What can we do if 

we don’t know their pain and experiences? We may not 

be able to do anything for them. 

However, we love them, believe in their potential and 

stick with even when they make mistakes. Moreover, we 

want the kids to know that we are there for them. We 

hope to lead them down the right path and become a great 

encouragement to them. 

“And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands 

on them and blessed them.” (Mark 10:13-16, NIV) 

The children playing soccer on the way around  the temporary housing. 

The blessed time with kids. Hiroaki Akahoshi (Team) loves kids. 
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10th : Kazuma park project meeting   

    (Meeting with representative residents) 
12th-13th : Meeting with Yukie Ohashi   
                             (park planner from Hawaii) 

Kazuma park project meeting : 22nd 

Meeting with a Local planning company：24th 

Kazuma-nishi Park rebuilding Project (April-May) 

May 

25th : Kazuma park project meeting   

Kazuma park project meeting : 8th 

Assembly of neighborhood 
            association in Kazuma : 1st 

Meeting with the 
playground equipment company 

End of May : Panda park 
(The city is replacing the soil.) 

Beginning of April : Panda park  
(The city started cleaning the broken tools.) 

April 
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Month Day Activity（○：field △：home） 

December  - Intermission 

January 8th～13th 

 

 

22th～29th   

○ distributing supplies, visiting people 

○events for kids and the elderly 

○Kazuma Park Project starts. 

 

 

 

February 5th～10th 

 

 

19th～26th 

○ distributing supplies, visiting people 

○visiting（Kesennuma） 

○Kazuma Park Project 

March 

 

5th～13th 

 

25th～29th 

○ distributing supplies, visiting people 

○events for kids and the elderly 

○visiting（Onagawa） 

○Kazuma Park Project 

 

 

 

 

      

April 

 

8th～13th 

 

 

 

22nd～27th 

○ distributing supplies, visiting people 

○Kazuma Park Project 

May 

 

 
 

2nd～9th 

 
 

20th～27th 

○visiting people 

○cleaning houses 

○visiting Hachinohe church 

○Kazuma Park Project 

RELIEF WORK REPORT ( JANUARY-MAY , 2012) 

Total 14 days 

Volunteers ：4 people 

Total 14 days 

Volunteers ：13 people 

Total 12 days 

Volunteers ：2 people 

Total 16 days 

Volunteers ：11 people 

We put our focus on the psychological care and hope in human relationships during these months. We 

distributed heating appliances and relief goods to those in need, ate together and talked with them. In 

addition, we held some events for kids and elderly people. We also worked together with local people to 

reconstruct a park in Kazuma district, Watanoha, Ishinomaki. (Please see below) 

Chart：The record of our relief work activity 12/2011～5/2012 

Above: Volunteers（Febrary） 

Above: Volunteers（March） 

Above: Volunteers（March-②） 

Above: With the other volunteer and civil group（May） 

Total 14 days 

Volunteers ：6 people 
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It has been a year since we started our first relief 

work last May. Rubble and sludge in the park were 

cleaned and cleared, and many of the stores are open 

again. Cars on the side of the road were removed and 

dilapidated houses were torn down. People in Ishi-

nomaki worked so hard to recover from the disaster 

and act as if nothing happened; however, great pain 

still remains.  
Pic : Broken house. 

Pic : Broken houses are still there. 

The residents of the houses where we helped clean ran from the 

tsunami for their lives and evacuated to a school. Even though they 

barely escaped death, their psychological wounds are still deep. 

They were finally able to go back to their houses in April: a year 

and a month after earthquake/tsunami. We realized that there are a 

lot of people who are still in need and people who cannot go back 

to their houses with their whole hearts. Some people go with the 

flow whereas others cannot. The former need encouragement and 

boosts, and the latters need cuddles. 

Still there... 

 Thanksgiving  for  all of the support and prayers being offered worldwide by Christian brothers and sis-

ters. 

 Ask daily for wisdom, love and guidance by the Holy Spirit for the Disaster Relief team.  Also, pray for the 

leadership committee, and for groups of volunteers to have God’s protection in their service with the Re-

lief Team. 

 Seek God’s blessing for our partners in “Be One”. 

 Pray  earnestly for the  victims,  that  God  may  bring restoration, healing and comfort to their lives. 

 Pray  for  the  relationships between the victims and the Disaster Relief team, that through this difficult 

time they can grow stronger by the love experienced and the words which God gives. 

 Pray for the community in Kazuma, trying to unify and work together. 

Prayer  Requests   

Contact Information: phone/fax: 029-(231)-1669, e-mail: going.beyond.wj@gmail.com, 

address: c/o Mito Church of Christ, 1-2-35, Omachi, Mito, Ibaraki, Japan, 310-0062 

 †For more information about the relief work,  
         go to http://eastjapanrelief.wordpress.com 


